
 
 
 

2014 CLUB OR INDIVIDUAL PROGRAM/EXPENSE PROPOSAL FORM 
 

PROPOSAL CATEGORY (i.e.: policy, BAR, funding):  BAR 

PROPOSAL NAME (summary of action): Append BAR rules to standardize race fields.  

PROPOSAL CONTACT (sponsoring Club):  The Bike Lane 

PROPOSAL DATE: January 2014  SUBMITTED BY: Mary Schmerge 

BACKGROUND: 
 
Although participation of women at local races has surged and dipped over the past couple of years, it’s 
important to provide women with the opportunity to race in order to continue to see the sport grow.  
 
Over the past couple of years, we have seen an increase in the amount of attention that is being paid to the 
gender divide in cycling, resulting in the promotion of equitable opportunities for both men and women to 
compete against their peers. While this issue is being debated at the highest levels of cycling organizations, not 
much is being done to address it at the root of the problem, the local level.  
 
While women at the UCI, NCC and NRC levels are fighting for equitable purses and race days, women at the 
local levels are fighting to be represented at events. The result is that many female riders do not have as many 
opportunities as their male counterparts to compete against their peers. 
 
Within the MABRA region, women are not represented at all MABRA BAR events. As women represent the 
future growth of cycling in the US, any MABRA BAR event should have equal opportunities for women and 
men.   
 
 
PROPOSAL (details of desired action): 
 
Create a standard set of fields that each race must have in order to be considered a MABRA BAR event. Field 
representation would align with the MABRA BAR championships (Mens 1/2/3, Mens 3/4, Women’s 1/2, and 
Women’s 3/4).  
 
Promoters are encouraged to promote additional race fields, but a minimum of four fields for both men and 
women must be included in order to be considered a MABRA BAR event. Masters or Age Graded 
Championship races (road and criterium) would be exceptions.  
 

 IMPLEMENTATION & MANAGEMENT 
The MABRA BAR administrator will review documentation provided by each promoter to determine if all eligible 
fields are represented at the event.  

 
 PARTICIPATION 

A standard field representation would help to grow the sport of cycling by guaranteeing women the opportunity to 
race.  


